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Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION

The successful flight and return of a man-~
made rocket to an orbit around the moon was a
triumph of the imagination. Behind millenia of
astronomical observations and the development
of physics and mathematics since the Renaissance
lurked man's sense of wonder, which according to
the ancient Greeks was the cause of man's begin-
ning to philosophize.

It was the marriage of man's innate sense

of wonder and his newly won technical expertness
that made a trip to the moon possible. At all
times however, his imagination and outstripped
his facility; and children, who have been reading
Jules Verne's From the Earth to the Moon since
the latter half of the nineteenth century, and
later space novels by writers such as C. E. Lewis
and Andre Norton, probably locked upon the recent
event as a foregone fait accompli. s

It is noteworthy that the voices of the celes-
tial navigators struck, not a note of human pride,
but the fundamental tone of human wonder.l

Man's innate sense of wonder anicates the fore-

going editorial by Paul Heins of the Horn Book Magazine

in which he distinctly points out that this element com-
bined with technology made the trip to the moon possible.
Neil armstrong's one-small-step-a-giant-leap for mankind

followed not long after and finally man planted a flag

lPaul Heins, "Wonder," The Horn Book Magazine,

XLV (February, 1969), 13.



