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CHAPTER I
THE PROBLEM AND DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED-

There areé two aspects of preliterate life that have
not esqapédithg notice of aﬁthropologists; This i8 -
animism, Which Edward Burnett Tylor, due to the evolu-
‘tionary ihflueﬁces»he imbibed, posited as more primitive
to, and foundational of, monotheism; and monotheiém.which
the more metbodological.@i}helm Schmidt has posited and
proven te be older than animism.

Statement .of the _ggg;gm What engendered the
genesis of monotheism and‘the birth of animaSm? What was

the objective situation and the subjective status of
preliterate man which worked-towar@s the appearancelof
monotheism and animism? What made preliterate monothei sm
compatible to human freedom an& animism.iﬁhibitive‘of'it?
Did the preliterate men consciously restrict their freedom?
If monotheism is’ more original than animism, can a conti-
nuity be shown to ex;st between them? These are the

problems we intend to address to ourselves and answer.

*szigg of Lig_gggggg To the majority épinion that
the idea of God originated from causal thipking, there

have been some objections. For example;, in the book, Myth
and Sult Among Primitive Peoples, Adolf E, Jensen, the
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suthor, opines that if causal thiﬁking was.the sole factdr,
reSponsibie for the appéarance of monotheism, the objection
can, be presented that as belief in one God is a complicated
idea, it must have involved causal. thinking st&rting from
scratch "uncounted millenip" before it could have attained
the-ﬁéights of monotheism,l ‘Howéver? thé-preliteraté
tribe that does not believé in God is yet o be found.?
Adolf E, Jensen finally bares his partialiti to ﬁhe;view
that man possessed an innate 1dea’of God, ". . . there is
no good reason why man should not at all times have pos-
sessed an idea of the divine," 3 |

Primitive Man and Hig Eéglg by Wilhelm Koppers,
cééﬁizant of the fact that monotheism‘is found among the
most primitive representatives of the human' race while
being absent among peoples of highly. developed intellectual
life, concludes that .some factor besides causal thinking
must be looked for to.settle the problem of ‘the genesis of
monotheism.k He pegs this factor on "some kind of self-

iAdblf'E. Jensen ggggg ;13&3&5
Pe 3 {Chicagos The Uﬁiversity o hica go Preas,
Pe

ZIb;g. _
3;3;.151-, p. 271,

poture el Jorgers Zegjuige @ﬁmﬁ@m



revelation on the part of the Deity."5

Paul Radin in his book Primitive Man as Philogopher

nints that belief in one God originated from a combination
of thinking and emotion.® ”

Wilhelm Schmidt in his book g;;gig and Growth of
Religion is partisan to the common view that monothet sm
resulted'frog man's desi;e to find a cause’ but he gives_
allowance to the poésibility that another factor might

have been cpntributory.a

Rudolf Otto's The Idea of ghe Holy taught that
religion originated from an irrational emotion of man
occas;oned_by the appearance of the sacred.9 According to
Rudolf Oﬁto; these jrrational beginnings of religion were
clarified later into monotheism by thought operétive only
in the highef bultures.;

Edward ‘B, Tylor is the popularizer of the rationa-

listic explanation of animism. He looked at sleep, dreams

5Ibid.

éPaultRadinl rimitive gg-Pﬂi r { New
York: Dover Publicét%?%g%”§§§7 S Dpe 2§6fL9§9232‘ |

TWilhelm Schmidt, Oririn and Growth of Religion
(London: Methuen and Company, 19387, p. 153.

81bid., p. 200.

-9Rudolf Otto, The Idea o ﬁhg oly
Holy (London: Oxford
University Press, 155577 PP« l§§-124. '



