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You've probably heard of Hamlet and his famous lines "to be or not to
be", or the tragic love story of Romeo and Juliet, or perhaps the
crushing fate of Julius Caesar and his Roman Empire. But, did you
know about the man behind these masterpieces? If yes,
congratulations! If not, then, it's probably time to visit your library and
read some of his works.

The Life and History of Shakespeare

William Shakespeare is an English poet, playwright, and actor born
in 16th-century England; an important literary figure of the English
language. His plays are perhaps his most enduring legacy, which
remains to be popular up to this day with multiple adaptations
made across a variety of genres and cultures around the world.

His career jump-started in London, where he published his first
printed works "Venus and Adonis" in 1593 and "The Rape of
Lucrece" in 1594. He then became a founding member of "The
Lord Chamberlain's Men", a company of actors, where he
produced an average of two plays a year, for almost twenty years.



In 1603, the company evolved into "The King's Men" under the
patronage of King James I. During these periods, Shakespeare began
writing his most famous tragedies, which include "Macbeth" (1606)
and "King Lear" (1606). Then, his famous romances, like "The
Tempest" (1611) and "The Winter's Tale" (1623) followed afterward.
Overall, William Shakespeare is known to have created 38 plays, 154
sonnets, 2 narrative poems, in addition to the other poems he has
written throughout his lifetime.

After his death, a group of actors from Shakespeare's company collected
and preserved his publications. His writings were then compiled and are
now known as the "First Folio", containing 36 of his plays, performed
mostly in open-air playhouses in London. Of his 36 plays in the First Folio,
only 17 titles were printed during Shakespeare’s lifetime, while the
remaining 18 titles were not printed at all. As such, without the First Folio,
people today won’t have a chance to witness several of his masterpieces,
including “Julius Caesar” (1600), “Twelfth Night” (1602), “Measure for
Measure” (1604), “Macbeth” (1606), and “The Tempest” (1611).

SHAKESPEARE’S WORKS
Most of Shakespeare’s plays were further divided
by Heminge and Conell into four categories,
namely, tragedies, romances, comedies, and
histories. Thanks to their effort, readers nowadays
have a clearer idea of the Shakespearean canon.

So, if you’re one of the many people who love to
read books or are a fan of the Shakespeare genre;
then, broaden your imagination and enter his world
by reading some of his famous works of art!
Experience first-hand the drama, the action, and the
thrill each of his books can offer. From Romeo and
Juliet’s tragic love story to the bloody battles
encountered by the Kings of Englands; the
University of San Carlos Libraries offers multiple
ebooks authored by William Shakespeare.

To get you started, we listed some of the most famous titles read and critiqued by students,
teachers, and writers alike through the years. Visit USC’s Odilo virtual library and grab a book
today.



Tragedies

Romeo and Juliet
By William Shakespeare

The Capulets and the Montagues are known to be sworn
enemies from the start. And thus, it is but a woe for
Romeo and Juliet, the star-crossed lovers, to have met
each other during the party.

Perhaps the most famous tragic love story in the world,
“Romeo and Juliet” is Shakespeare's most enduring work
for over four hundred years.

“But soft, what light through yonder window breaks? It is the East, and Juliet is the sun.”
— Romeo, (from Romeo and Juliet, Act 1, Scene 5)

Hamlet
By William Shakespeare

It was not long ago when the late King of Demark died,
His son, Prince Hamlet, continues to mourn for his father,
when a ghost claiming to be the King narrates how he
was murdered. Drawn by his anger and hate, Hamlet
swore revenge by reenacting the death of his father
through a play before the new King, and his mother, the
Queen.
A tragic story of vengeance and corruption, “Hamlet” is
considered to be one of Shakespeare’s masterpieces and
the crowning jewel in theatrical plays—an invaluable aid
for students and a recording to be treasured for decades
to come.

“To be or not to be—that is the question.”
— Hamlet (from Hamlet, Act III, Scene I)

https://www.odilo.usc.edu.ph/info/romeo-and-juliet-00522516
https://www.odilo.usc.edu.ph/info/hamlet-prince-of-denmark-00526560


Macbeth
By William Shakespeare

Ambition and the thirst for power are what caused him to
abandon his morals, bringing near destruction to the
kingdom he seeks to rule. When stumbling upon a choice
to claim the throne as prophesied by the witches,
Macbeth must decide. And with his wife spurring him to
action, will he remain loyal to his friend or will he spiral
into paranoia, tyranny, madness, and murder?

Written between 1605 and 1608, “Macbeth” is a famous
tragedy set in Medieval Scotland written by William
Shakespeare, which portrays a timeless story of a
power-hungry man.

“False face must hide what the false heart doth know.”
— Macbeth (from Macbeth, Act I, Scene VII)

King Lear
By William Shakespeare

King Lear, in his old age, wished to retire from power. He
decided to divide his kingdom between his three
daughters. But, when Cordelia, his favorite child refused
to obey her father, banished her. Little did he know that
his decisions would lead to his family’s downfall.

A story about family struggles between greed and cruelty,
Shakespeare’s “King Lear” is a tragic story about
blindness—to one’s true nature, power, and the
importance of selfless love, which was magnified due to
each character’s vulnerability to pride and the lack of
wisdom.

“When we are born, we cry that we are come to this great stage of fools.”
— King Lear (from King Lear, Act IV, Scene IV)

https://www.odilo.usc.edu.ph/info/the-tragedie-of-macbeth-00532988
https://www.odilo.usc.edu.ph/info/king-lear-00533492


Julius Caesar
By William Shakespeare

Julius Caesar is a highly respected man who ruled
Ancient Rome. But his great power comes with men who
conspire against him. And upon his death, how should the
citizens react? Will Octavius prosper in ruling Rome or will
the Roman Republic come to its end?

A tragedy written by William Shakespeare based on true
events from Roman history, “Julius Caesar” examines
timeless topics about power, corruption, betrayal, and
friendship—an excellent piece of literature that appeals to
many readers up to this day.

“Cowards die many times before their deaths; the valiant never taste of death but once.”
— Julius Caesar (from Julius Caesar, Act II, Scene II)

Antony and Cleopatra
By William Shakespeare

After the death of Julius Caesar, Mark Antony became
one of the three rulers of Rome. He commanded the
Eastern Mediterranean where he met and fell in love with
the Egyptian Queen Cleopatra. But when he clashed with
Octavius, both the star-crossed lovers suffered many
losses. Hence, leading to their tragic end.

“Antony and Cleopatra” by William Shakespeare is a
romantic tragedy set during the time of the Sicilian revolt
until the final war of the Roman Republic.

“Give me my robe. Put on my crown, I have immortal longings in me. No more the juice of
Egypt’s grape shall moist this lip.”

— Cleopatra (from Antony and Cleopatra, Act V, Scene II)

https://www.odilo.usc.edu.ph/info/julius-caesar-00533496
https://www.odilo.usc.edu.ph/info/antony-and-cleopatra-00533503


Romances

The Winter’s Tale
By William Shakespeare

After visiting the kingdom of his friend, King Leontes, King
Polixenes must return to Bohemia. When Leontes failed to
delay his friend’s departure, he requested his pregnant
Queen Hermione to persuade Polixenes to stay. Her
success made the king jealous and paranoid. Thus,
falsely accused his wife of infidelity, banishing his infant
daughter Perdita.

William Shakespeare’s “The Winter’s Tale” is the perfect
tragicomedy set in an imaginary world of Bohemia, where
ancient Greek oracles coexist with Renaissance
sculptors.

“How say you? My prisoner? Or my guest? By your dread ‘Verily’, one of them you shall be. ”
— Hermoine (fromThe Winter’s Tale, Act I, Scene II)

Cymbeline
By William Shakespeare

Upon hearing Innogen, his only daughter, secretly
marrying a man of low birth, King Cymbeline banishes
Posthumus from Britain. But that did not stop the two
lovers from pledging their trust and love with one another.
Unfortunately, Innogen was accused of being unfaithful.
Will she ever clear her name? How will Cymbeline defend
Britain from being invaded by the Roman army?

“Cymbeline,” a play written by Shakespeare based on an
early Celtic British King, deals with the themes of
innocence and jealousy. Although it was classified as a
tragedy, modern critics thought otherwise. Hence,
classifying it under romance.

“All gold and silver rather turn to dirt.”
— Arviragus (from Cymbeline, Act III, Scene VI)

https://www.odilo.usc.edu.ph/info/the-winters-tale-00533497
https://www.odilo.usc.edu.ph/info/cymbeline-00533489


The Tempest
By William Shakespeare

Prospero was the rightful Duke of Milan. When he saw his
treacherous brother sailing along with the King of Naples,
he conjured a storm, the eponymous tempest, to lure and
torment them towards the island. After being exiled for
12 years, using his illusion and skillful manipulation, will
he restore his daughter Miranda to her rightful place?

Believed to have been written in 1611, this masterpiece
may have been one of Shakespeare’s last plays. A story
about freedom, power, and character transformation, “The
Tempest” is a great symbolic representation of the world
through the elements of Greek Mythology.

“Hell is empty and all the devils are here.”
— William Shakespeare (from The Tempest, Act I, Scene II)

Comedies

A Midsummer Night's Dream
By William Shakespeare

As the saying goes, “love is blind.” Things were already
hard for Hermia and Lysander when Hermia’s father
decided to arrange her marriage with Demetrius. Then,
enters Helena, who is madly in love with Demetrius—and
when Puck, the fairy servant, makes an error, the four
lovers are in utter chaos. Will they ever be with the one
they truly love?

One of Shakespeare’s best comedies since 1595, “A
Midsummer Night’s Dream” is a story filled with humor,
creativity, and chaos that will leave you laughing till the
end.

“The course of true love never did run smooth.”
— Lysander (from A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Act I, Scene I)

https://www.odilo.usc.edu.ph/info/the-tempest-00533495
https://www.odilo.usc.edu.ph/info/a-midsummer-nights-dream-00533491


Twelfth Night
By William Shakespeare

Mistaken identity can be a pain in the neck when a
person loves someone. Unfortunately, this happened to
Viola and Sebastian when they got separated after the
shipwreck. Thinking that the other twin died due to the
accident, Viola disguised herself as a man to find work at
Duke Orsino’s place. But when her brother appeared in
the middle of her love triangle between Olivia and Orsino,
things just got complicated.

Named for the twelfth night after Christmas, “Twelfth
Night” is a comedy written by Shakespeare around the
year 1601 as entertainment to close the Christmas
season.

“Some are born great, some achieve greatness and some have greatness thrust upon ‘em.”
— Malvolio (from Twelfth Night, Act II, Scene V)

Much Ado About Nothing
By William Shakespeare

Many people believe that marriage is a trap filled with
deception and restraints—and frankly, Claudio, Don Pedo,
and Benedick had the same thought despite their deep
desire to be married. But, when one is truly match-made
in heaven, nothing will stand in their way.

Published in 1623, “Much Ado About Nothing”
interweaves the story about two couples, namely Hero
and Claudius, including Beatrice and Benedick, who have
a rocky romance from the start.

“Men were deceivers ever, one foot in sea and one on shore, to one thing constant never.”
— Balthasar (from Much Ado About Nothing, Act II, Scene III)

https://www.odilo.usc.edu.ph/info/twelfth-night-00533494
https://www.odilo.usc.edu.ph/info/much-ado-about-nothing-00533110


As You Like It
By William Shakespeare

Unjustly banished from the court of Duke Frederick,
Rosalind and her cousin Celia were forced to take refuge
in the Forest of Arden and disguise themselves as
Ganymede and Aliena. Shortly after, Orlando hid in the
forest upon knowing about his brother’s plot against
him. When Duke Frederick hears about his
disappearance whilst Rosalind and Celia, he orders
Oliver, Orlando’s jealous brother, to find him. Now that
everyone is in the Forest of Arden, will they resolve the
conflict among them? “As You Like It” is a story that
depicts a suspenseful plot, filled with action-packed
scenes, romance, and a timeless humor every reader
should experience.

“The world's a stage and all the men and women merely players.”
— Jaques (from As You Like It, Act II, Scene VII)

histories

King John
By William Shakespeare

When King John’s authority was challenged by the
ambassador of France, a declaration of war between
England and France was made. As the war was about to
begin, the citizens suggested uniting both kingdoms
through marriage. However, things didn’t go smoothly as
they planned. When Authur was found dead, King John
was accused of murder. Will he clear up his name or will
he end up dead as well?

A history play by William Shakespeare, “King John”
dramatizes the reign of King John of England, son of
Henry II of England,  from 1199-1216.

“Life is as tedious as a twice-told tale; vexing the dull ear of a drowsy man.”
— Lewis (from King John, Act III, Scene III)

https://www.odilo.usc.edu.ph/info/as-you-like-it-00533504
https://www.odilo.usc.edu.ph/info/king-john-00533519


Richard II
By William Shakespeare

King Richard II was known to be a tyrannical and
capricious leader. Misled by ill-advised decisions, he
banished Henry Bolingbroke, which led to the untimely
death of his father. Banishing Henry was already a
mistake, but taking possession of Gaunt’s land and
money to fund his wars just made matters worse for
Richard II.

A history play by William Shakespeare in 1595, “Richard
II” is believed to be based on the life of King Richard II of
England during his rule in 1377-1399.

“I had forgot myself. Am I not the king? Awake, thou coward majesty, thou sleepest!”
— King Richard (from Richard II, Act III, Scene II)

Henry IV
By William Shakespeare

Following the events of Shakespeare’s “Richard II,” Henry
Bolingbroke ascended to the throne of England as King
Henry IV. But being the ruler was no easy task. With the
growing rebellion and his son’s spoiled behavior, who
wastes his time drinking and robbing people all day, will
King Henry IV win against his opponents? Will his son
redeem himself?

“Henry IV” is a two-part series written by Shakespeare no
later than 1597 based on the major histories of England
that lead up to the Wars of the Roses, which depicts
Hotspur’s battle at Homildon in Northumberland against
Douglas, ending in the defeat of the rebels at Shrewsbury
in the middle of 1403.

“Why, so can I, or so can any man, but will they come when you do call for them?”
— Hotspur (from Henry IV, Act III, Scene I)

https://www.odilo.usc.edu.ph/info/richard-ii-00533508
https://www.odilo.usc.edu.ph/info/henry-iv-part-1-00533511


Henry V
By William Shakespeare

After Prince Hal, the son of Henry IV, received the title of
Henry V during his coronation as King of England, he
invaded France to claim its throne in the belief that it is
his to own.

A story about warfare, power, and patriotism, William
Shakespeare’s “Henry V” is one of his most famous “war
play,” which features the Battle of Agincourt (1415)
between the English and French army during the Hundred
Year’s War.

“Every subject’s duty is the king’s, but every subject’s soul is his own.”
— King Henry (from Henry V, Act IV, Scene I)

Henry VI
By William Shakespeare

After the death of Henry V, the English war against France
continues, while the tension between the noble houses of
York and Lancaster increases. When King Henry VI
decided to marry Margaret, a woman of low status, many
of the nobles protested. Hence, leading to another civil
war.

One of Shakespeare’s earlier plays, “Henry VI” deals with
a vast sweep of issues in early 15th-century England,
concerning the role of history in a nation’s life, the
legitimacy of a king’s reign, the relationship between law
and justice, and the monarchical authority.

“I’ll either make thee stoop and bend thy knee, or sack this country with a mutiny.”
— Winchester (from Henry VI, Act V, Scene I)

https://www.odilo.usc.edu.ph/info/henry-v-00533500
https://www.odilo.usc.edu.ph/info/henry-vi-part-1-00533510


Richard III
By William Shakespeare

Richard of Gloucester, also known as Richard III, was
ambitious, power-hungry, and a villain in the eyes of
many. With his murderous lust for the crown, his
aspiration to become a fascist dictator, and the ongoing
civil war between the rivaling houses of York and
Lancaster, will England see an end to this madness?

“Richard III” by William Shakespeare concludes his first
tetra-logy of the “Henry IV” series and is known to be the
second-longest play he has made after “Hamlet.”

“Conscience is but a word that cowards use, devised at first to keep the strong in awe.”
— Richard (from Richard III, Act V, Scene III)

Henry VIII
By William Shakespeare

Anne’s beauty captured Henry’s attention, thereby
choosing her as his partner at the dance. Wolsey
witnessed everything, but Buckingham was the one
condemned by false witness. When Henry discussed his
intention to file a divorce with his current wife Katharine,
many religious leaders question his motives, thinking that
the probable cause of their separation was Wolsey all
along.

A collaborative play written by Shakespeare and John
Fletcher, “Henry VIII” follows the forbidden love between
Henry and Anne Boleyn and the Dukes plot to turn the
king against Cardinal Wolsey.

“Men’s evil manners live in brass, their virtues we write in water.”
— Griffith (from Henry VIII, Act IV, Scene II)

https://www.odilo.usc.edu.ph/info/richard-iii-00533493
https://www.odilo.usc.edu.ph/info/henry-viii-00533513
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